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There is no “I” in green. So when Roy and Betty Ramsey 

built their custom home, they collaborated with their son 

Jeff  Ramsey who is president of Ecohomes, Inc. Roy de-

signed this contemporary lodge,  Betty envisioned the fi nishing details, 

and Jeff  tucked the eco-friendly elements into its infrastructure. 

A 70-acre parcel just 15 minutes from Redding, the property of-

fered the perfect location to design a one-of-a-kind home. Th e 

blueprint takes advantage of the slope to off er pristine views and a 

detached design while clean lines combine natural and engineered 

materials. Its modern sensibility intersects the wooded lot, and the 

eff ect is both civilizing and mysterious at once. 

Th e large great room features 35-foot-high ceilings, fi nished in ce-

dar panels. A fl oating hearth is cantilevered at the base of a tall wall of 

Team Green
A family-friendly collaboration yields eco-friendly results

windows framed in aluminum cladding to enhance the industrial ele-

ments that give the home its edge. Supported by tension turnbuckles, 

an open staircase leads to an upstairs balcony overlooking the space. 

Th e upper level features a custom-fi nished playroom for the Ramsey 

grandchildren and a guest room for overnight visitors.

From the great room, the kitchen and formal dining room fl ow eas-

ily from one to the next. Part of the simplicity comes from Betty’s 

careful combination of metal hues against a background of highly 

lacquered cabinets and work surfaces of durable Silestone. A kitchen 

island creates a focal point thanks, in part, to the large vent rising 

like a sculpture above it. Again, the ceilings are fi nished in cedar, but 

not before the walls stairstep in high shelves that provide the perfect 

places to display collectibles and modern art pieces.

  For many years, 

the Ramseys have 

enjoyed the peace and 

quiet of their 70 acres 

on O’Brien Mountain. 

Their new home 

features contemporary 

styling against a 

natural landscape.

 This view not only 

shows off the great room 

but also the elegance of 

tension-mounted wire 

railing on the staircase. 

Graceful lines disguise the 

strength of the form, which 

was used both inside and 

outside for railings.
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Despite the seamless integration of form and function defi ning the 

fi nished home, Jeff  says he had his work cut out for him when he began 

leading his parents toward green design. He and his father had already col-

laborated on several spec homes together, but Jeff  says things were a little 

diff erent when it came to helping his parents build their home. A propo-

nent of sustainable architecture for more than a decade, Jeff  held fi rm. “I 

made [Roy] see my point of view as much as a father can.”

Of course, going “green” can cost some “green” so Jeff  was careful 

to use resources wisely. He says he looks at the entire life cycle of a 

product before deciding on whether or not it qualifi es as “sustainable,” 

and he doesn’t like to go overboard with his client’s money. Th ey used 

green products “anywhere they would be a good fi t and would also 

stay within the budget,” he says.

On the façade, painted redwood is combined with Trex decking 

  A bird’s-eye view of the kitchen 

shows off the high ceiling ledges that 

display unique works of art.

 A beautiful crystal geode 

displayed on the fi replace mantel 

speaks to the power of creation and 

the passing of time.

 Designed for privacy, the master 

suite includes a morning kitchen with 

a sink, refrigerator, and a microwave. 

For architectural interest, the ceiling 

line is open from the bedroom toward 

the bath area. Here, Betty can display 

her collectibles.
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and a metal roof for a low-maintenance exterior that by extension 

is easier on the environment. Th e home features Johns Manville fi -

berglass insulation along with a heating system that combines the 

hot water with the home’s ambient heat. Low-volt radiant heat runs 

beneath the tile fl oors in the master suite, and a bridge that connects 

that space to the main house relies on passive solar to create an atrium 

for plants. 

Betty chose a natural-fi ber carpet, and Jeff  says that his own wife is 

also a valuable resource when it comes to tracking down sustainable 

materials for home building.

But despite all its cutting-edge materials and contemporary design, 

the strength of the home is still in how it makes friends and family 

feel inspired by its dramatic proportions and welcomed by its warm 

embrace. And while green building is important to him, Jeff  still 

abides by the age-old adage that insists the customer is always right. 

“In the end, if you don’t love it, I didn’t do my job.”

He did.

Th ey do. 

  Ceramic tile laid in a random 

pattern adds interest to the fl ooring 

while cedar boards give the ceiling its 

style. The dining area just off the great 

room features beautiful views of the 

mountainside.

 This dramatic combination of the 

custom-made fi replace framed into a 

wall of windows is the focal point of 

the great room and part of the 

strength of the design itself.

  By relying on the cube shapes 

bending toward the curve, the 

contemporary styling achieves a 

balanced symmetry.

  In the master bath, a radius 

wall of cubed glass set in a metal grid 

divides the shower area from the rest 

of the room and adds to the 

contemporary styling.

See additional photos at www.fromhousetohome.com/

articles/team_green
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